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Darfur Awareness 

§ Are You a Victim or have 

information on victims? 

Please contact DRP by  

email (drp@darfurrehab.org) 

or by telephone 973/274-9424 

or the offices of Wanda Akin 

(Akinlaw@akinandrandolph.com) 

or 973/623-6834. 

§ Moved by DRP testimony, U.S.  

Senator Robert Menendez (NJ) 

was able to successfully secure 

$60 million in the 2006 Supplemental 

Appropriations Bill to fund U.N.  

Peacekeepers. 

§ Subsequent to DRP testimonies, then-

Assemblyman William Payne led a cam-

paign which led to New Jersey becoming 

the first State in the Union to pass a 

targeted divestment law. (July 28, 2008) 

§ New Jersey was also the first state in the 
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ñPromoting Conflict Resolution Through Peaceful Means and Reconciliation.ò 

DRP Attends Conference at Yale Law School  

On Friday, February 6, 2009, DRP 
members and volunteers attended a full
-day conference at Yale Law School, 
entitled ñThe Pursuit of International 
Criminal Justice: The Case of Darfurò.  
The conference was chaired by Dean 
Harold Koh and commenced with a 
keynote address given by Luis Moreno-
Ocampo, Chief Prosecutor of the  
International Criminal Court (ICC).  

Moreno-Ocampo stated that there are 
currently 5,000 people per month  
dying in Darfur and recommended the 
integration of judicial, political and  
humanitarian efforts in order to  
achieve the ICCôs co-mandate to put  
an end to impunity and prevent future 
crimes.  The prosecutor identified fear, 
hunger and rape as weapons of  
genocide. 

The conference also consisted of  
three panels.  The first addressed the 
question, ñWhat Would Peace Look 
Like in Darfur?ò Panelists included  
Michael OôNeill, United Kingdom  
Special Representative for Sudan;  
Dr. Hussein Hassouna, Ambassador 
from the League of Arab States to the 

United States; Jerry Fowler, Presi-
dent of Save Darfur Coalition; Jean-
Marie Guehenno, former United Na-
tions Undersecretary General for 
Peacekeeping Operations and John  
Prendergast, Co-Chair, ENOUGH 
Project.  Panelists recommended a 
singular peace process and stressed 
focusing on what peace looks like for 
the whole of Sudan. 

The second panel entitled, ñThe Role 
of Justiceò, consisted of panelists 
John Bellinger III, Legal Advisor, 
U.S. Dept. of State; Bruno Stagno 
Ugarte, Foreign Minister of Costa 
Rica as well as the former President 
of the Assembly of States-Parties of 
the ICC.  Patricia OôBrien, U.N.  
Undersecretary General for Legal 
Affairs; Elisa Massimono, CEO and 
Executive Director of Human Rights 
First and Suliman Baldo, Africa  
Director, International Center for 
Transitional Justice.  This panel  
discussed Article 16, of the Rome 
Statute.  

 

(L-R) DRP with 24Hrs:  Dr. Robert Manley, Osman Jamis, Jonathan Loeb (24Hrs), 

Fatima Haroun, Barcai  Abdel-Karim, Dr. Mohammed Elgadi, Yahya Osman, Blanche 

Foster, Rebecca Scott, Abdelbagy Abushanab and Benjamin Naimark-Rowse (24Hrs).  

ñNever doubt that a small group of 

thoughtful, committed citizens can 

change the world. Indeed, it is the 

only thing that ever has.ò ï Marga-



The Africa Union Mission in The Sudan 
(AMIS), was deployed in 2004, as a 
monitoring mission, with the following 
mandate: ñ...to monitor and observe 
compliance with the Humanitarian 
Ceasefire Agreement of 8 April, 2004, 
and all such agreements in the future; to 
assist in the process of confidence build-
ing; to contribute to a secure environ-
ment for the delivery of humanitarian 
relief and, beyond that, the return of In-
ternally Displaced Persons (IDPs) and 
refugees to their homes, in order to in-
crease the level of compliance and to 
contribute to the improvement of the 
security situation throughout Dar-
fur.ò [http://www.amis-sudan.org/
amismandate.html]  

During the period of 2004 -2007, AMIS 
was not authorized to intervene between 
parties on the ground and the duty to 
protect civilians still belonged to the Gov-
ernment of Sudan.  As the situation con-
tinued to worsen, it became apparent 
that a stronger mandate was necessary. 

In July of 2007, the United Nations  
Security Council (UNSC) passed Resolu-
tion 1769, authorizing a hybrid mission 
of the United Nations and African  
Union, known as UNAMID.  The protec-
tion of citizens is the core mandate of 
UNAMID.  However, UNAMID ñis also 
tasked with contributing to security for 

humanitarian assistance, monitoring and veri-
fying implementation of agreements,  
assisting an inclusive political process, contrib-
uting to the promotion of human rights and 
the rule of law, and monitoring and reporting 
the situation along the borders with Chad and 
the Central African Republic (CAR).ò [http://
www.un.org/Depts/dpko/missions/unamid/
background.html]  

Despite this mandate, inadequacy in logistics 
(personnel, equipment and helicopters) has 
rendered this peacekeeping mission largely 
ineffective. 

UNAMID is authorized to consist of up to 
26,000 uniformed peacekeepers in Darfur.  
The United Nations reports that as of the end 
of March 2009, 67% of the total peacekeepers 
 necessary have been deployed.  Of  these, 
more than 7,000 were already in Darfur, as 
members of the African Union monitoring   
mission. 

UNAMID requires 24 helicopters in order to 
protect citizens.  Defense analyst, Thomas 
Withington, stated findings in a July 2008, 
report that the nations of India, Ukraine, Czech 
Republic, Italy, Romania and Spain  
are best able to provide these helicopters.  Fur-
thermore, he states that these six nations are 
able to supply a total of 70 helicoptersð well 
exceeding the amount called for by the  UNSC. 
The report adds that another 104 helicopters 
could be supplied by NATO member states.  

United Nations Secretary-General 
Ban Ki-Moon notes in his most recent 
report (February 2009) that this criti-
cal equipment is still lacking.  

Although lack of helicopters may be 
the single largest obstacle facing 
UNAMID, they are also lacking other 
necessary equipment, such as helmets 
and trucks. 

Unsurprisingly, UNAMID has also 
been impeded by Khartoum.  Khar-
toum is against any non-African 
forces operating in Darfur and has 
imposed restrictions on flights and 
the release of equipment, delayed 
visas and refused to provide land 
needed to construct bases for the op-
eration. 

As it stands, despite doing all in its 
power with the resources currently 
available, UNAMID has, thus far, 
been unable to effect any significant 
change in Darfur.  If this is not  
remedied and the essential resources 
are not provided, the mission will 
inevitably fail.  Failure must not be  
allowed to happen.  As Withingtonôs 
report cautions, ñIf UNAMID is  
allowed to fail, it will affect all of the 
international communityôs efforts and 
set back any prospect of peace for 
many years to comeò.   

Gration visited Zam Zam, one of Darfurôs larg-
est internally displaced persons (IDP) camps on 
April 4, 2009, and expressed a renewed sense of 
urgency, stating that, ñWe are on the brink of a 
deepening crisis in   Darfur.ò [http://
news.yahoo.com/s/ap/20090404/
ap_on_re_mi_ea/ml_sudan]  

This message comes a month to the day since 
President Omar al-Bashir expelled 13       inter-
national non -governmental organizations re-
sponsible for providing for the basic needs of 
thousands of people. 

Gration identified lack of water and health care 
as the most immediate causes for concern and 
stressed the need to come up with a solution 
within the next few weeks to avoid preventable 
loss of life. 

President Obama cites Grationôs appointment 

On March 18, 2009, President Obama 
appointed United States Air Force 
(USAF) Major General J. Scott Gration 
(Retired) to be the United States    Spe-
cial Envoy for Sudan. 

Major Gration was raised in Africa, the 
son of missionary parents working in the 
Congo.  He entered the       USAF in 1974, 
embarking upon a 32-year career that 
earned him seven rows of ribbons.  Gra-
tion has served as a fighter pilot, flying 
274 missions over Iraq during and after 
the Persian Gulf War, and has extensive 
combat experience.   President Obama, 
in the White House press release, notes  
Grationôs knowledge of the region, broad 
experience, and service to his country in 
both military and humanitarian capaci-
ties as qualifying him for the assignment. 

as part of his administrationôs dedica-
tion to seeking an end to the violence in 
Sudan.  He also vows that the Govern-
ment of Sudan will be held accountable 
for lives lost due to the expulsion of 
humanitarian aid.  

DRP has written a letter to President 
Obama, advocating a stronger U.S. 
response in ending this genocide. 

President Obama sent a response ex-
pressing  his intent to continue his Ad-
ministrationôs efforts on behalf of the 
people of Darfur.  He emphasized the  
responsibility of the United States,  
declaring,  ñOur action and leadership 
will demonstrate who we are as a Na-
tion and as a people.ò    

UNAMIDñThe Peacekeeping Mission in Darfur 

United States Names Special Envoy to Sudan 
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Targeted divestment is one of the 
most important strategies we can 
use to influence the Government of 
Sudan.  As the Sudan Divestment 
Task Force states, ñSudan has a well
-documented history of responsive-
ness to economic pressure.ò The 
country, unable to fully exploit its 
own oil resources, is dependent 
upon foreign investment.  It is the 
income from these investments 
that, in turn, are used to fund the 
government activities, including the 
military.  Up to 70% of oil revenues 

go toward the military ï  
 
Darfur Rehabilitation Project 
supports targeted divest-
ment .   It is important to note 
that there are companies oper-
ating in Sudan who are help-
ing to improve the quality of 
life for its citizens. Were these 
companies to divest,  more 
harm than good would occur.  
Targeted divestment ensures 
that these companies are not 
affected. 

What can you do? Targeted Divestment 

articles/A48943 -2005Mar19.html]  

On March 4, 2009 the International Criminal 
Court (ICC) announced the much-anticipated 
issuance of an arrest warrant for Sudanese 
President Omar al-Bashir.  This is a bench-
mark decision as an arrest warrant has never 
before been issued for a sitting head of state.  
President al-Bashir is charged with war crimes 
and crimes against humanity. 

The regime responded swiftly and dramati-
cally to the announcement by expelling 13 
major international aid organizations which 
essentially provide a lifeline for over a million 
people.  Those expelled include the Interna-
tional Rescue Committee, Doctors Without 
Borders, CARE, Save the Children, Oxfam 
Great Britain, Action contre la Faim (ACF), 
Mercy Corps, the Norwegian Refugee Council, 
Solidarites, PATCO and CHF International.  

The United Nations (UN) estimates 300,000 
people killed and 3 million displaced to date, 
included 2.7 million displaced internally.  The 
death toll is poised to rise dramatically as po-
table water, food, and medical care is denied 
to those who desperately need it. 

Khartoumôs obstruction of humanitarian aid 
efforts means that millions of people will face 
not only a climate of fear and violence, but one 
of starvation, disease and deprivation.  It is 
abundantly clear that conditions in Darfur 
have reached a new level of crisis, and its   
people are in grave peril.  Although in   recent 
reports General Gration has identified the 

Both refugee camps outside the borders 
of Sudan and Internally Displaced       
Persons (IDP) camps (for those who have 
had to flee their homes but remain within 
the borders of their country) are facing 
drastic hardship.  Insecurity is building in 
Chad, leaving refugees even more        
vulnerable to both Janjaweed attacks and 
starvation as the situation becomes     
increasingly precarious. 

Hunger, rape and violence are very real 
daily threats in these camps.  Dr. Eric 
Reeves, Sudan researcher and author of 
ñA Long Dayôs Dying: Critical Moments in 
the Darfur Genocideò has described the 
camps as ñcauldrons of rage and          
despair.ò [http://www.sudanreeves.org/
Article220.html]    Brain Steidle, a former 
Marine who visited Darfur in September 
of 2004 as a U.S. military observer for the 
African Union, further illuminates the 
situation, stating, ñThe IDP camps are 
filled with families who have lost their 
fathers.  Every day, women are sent     
outside the camps to seek firewood and 
water, despite constant risk of rape at the 
hands of the Janjaweed.  Should men be 
available to venture out of the camps, 
they risk castration and murder.  So  
families decide that rape is the lesser evil.  
It is a crime that families even have to 
make such a choice.  Often women are 
sexually assaulted within the supposed 
safety of the IDP camps.  Nowhere is 
really safe.ò [http://
www.washingtonpost.com/wp -dyn/
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The State of New Jersey was the first to pass legislation 
supporting divestiture in July of 2005, spearheaded by 
Assemblyman William Payne.  DRP was pleased to see its 
testimonies contribute to putting New Jersey at the fore-
front of targeted divestiture.  To date, 27 states have de-
cided to pursue targeted divestment and more are con-
sidering it.  

Targeted divestment can take place on many levels ï 
governments, cities, universities, religious organizations, 
companies and individuals can all participate.  To learn 
more about your own personal investments and to lend 
your support to targeted divestment, visit the Sudan Di-
vestment Task Forceôs website at http://
www.sudandivestment.org/getInvolved.asp . 

***  

humanitarian gap as being closed for 
the time being, the situation is still 
very tenuous. 

The Government of Sudan has stated 
their intention to expel all foreign aid 
groups within a year, from both 
North and South Sudan.  Not only 
does the government not have the 
resources to make up for the lack of 
international aid, based on their  
actions thus far, it is preposterous to 
think that they plan to provide aid to 
the effected people.  After six years of 
perpetuating genocide by means of 
both violence and attrition, the     
government has made more than 
clear their intentions.  

Applauded by many to signal an end 
to impunity, Mr. Bashir has reacted 
to the arrest warrant with further 
impunity, testing the international 
community and inflicting further 
suffering on the people of Darfur, 
who have already suffered so much.  
Without the international commu-
nity taking a strong stance, the     
justice and accountability that is so 
necessary for peace in Darfur may 
come too late for so many of its    
citizens. 

DRP advocates the international 
community and involved parties 
work together to quickly find ways to 
protect the lives of innocent civilians.  

The Struggle to Survive: Life In Refugee and Internally Displaced Persons (IDP) Camps  
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Darfur Rehabilitation Project, Inc. 

is an Associate of the United  

Nations Department of Public 

Information 

Darfur Rehabilitation Project is a 

not for profit 501(c)(3) organization 
incorporated in the State of New 

Jersey.   

Your contribution is deductible to 

the full extent of the law. 

DRPôs United Nations Department of Public Informa-
tion NGO Status  

Darfur Rehabilitation Project, Inc. (DRP) is an associate of the 
United Nations Department of Public Information (UNDPI).  

The United Nations Department of Public Information  
consists of approx.  1,500 non-governmental organizations 
(NGO) who maintain strong information programs on issues 
of concern to the United Nations.  The United Nations  
describes the Department of Public Information as helping 
ñNGOs gain access to and disseminate informationéso that 
the public can better understand the aims and objectives of the 
World organization and support its work.ò [http://
www.un.org/dpi/ngosection/brochure.htm]  

Among other criteria for association, NGOs must be  
recognized nationally or internationally, operate on a non -
profit basis and have established a record of continuity of  
work for at least three years, with demonstrated promise of  
sustained activity. 

 

DRP announces the appointment of the new editor of Darfur Awareness !  
Rebecca Scott holds a Bachelorôs degree in English literature from Louisiana 
State University and is currently pursuing a Masterôs degree in Holocaust and 
Genocide Studies from Kean University.  She works as an Assistant Editor at 
Pearson Education, a leading publisher of educational materials.  In addition to 
working with DRP, Rebecca volunteers as a  docent at the Holocaust Museum & 

Study Center in Spring Valley, NY.   Rebecca has a lifelong interest in genocide education and  
prevention, since first reading The Diary of Anne Frank  at the age of 8.  Rebecca is passionate 
about promoting human rights and ending the suffering in Darfur.  

***  

Meet the Editor. . . . 

DRP Attends Conference at Yale Law School  
(Continued from P. 1)  

The third panel consisted of panelists J. David Tolbert, Sr. Fellow, United States Inst. For Peace 

(USIP) and ex-Deputy Prosecutor of the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugosla-

via; James OôBrien, Principal, Albright Group and Sr. Advisor to the Secretary of State, Clinton 

Administration.   They were joined by Kathryn Sikkink, Regents Professor of  Political Science, 

U. Minnesota; Christian Wenaweser, President of the Assembly of States Parties of the ICC and 

Permanent Representative of Liechtenstein to the United Nations; Richard Dicker, Human 

Rights Watch Director, International Justice Program.  The topic of discussion was, ñBargaining  

in Lawôs  Shadow:  Progress?ò 

 

DRP Board Members Yahya Osman, Abdelbagy Abushanab, Fatima Haroun and Robert Manley 

participated in the Question portion of the discussion, sharing their experiences and knowledge.  

After conclusion of the conference. ,  DRP discussed both the dayôs events as well as upcoming initiatives.  

***  

òTruth stands, even if there be no public support, it is self-sustained.ó ðMahatma Ghandi 



 

Background:  Violence erupted in Darfur in 2003.  The Government of Sudan, reacting to rebel 
activities, responded by attacking civilian populations. The United States government recognized 
this act as genocide in September 2004.  To date, hundreds of thousands have died and millions 
have been displaced.  To learn more about the origins of the conflict, visit the DRP  website at 
www.darfurrehab.org  

 

What WE Do  

Educate  Americans about the genocide occurring in Darfur, Sudan.  DRP was founded  
by Darfurians in the U.S.A. in response to the tragedy occurring in their homeland.  

Unify  the voices of Darfurians everywhere; foster constructive cross-cultural dialogue  
and mutual respect. 

Promote conflict resolution through peaceful means and reconciliation.  

Advocate  on behalf of the victims; seek justice. 

Foster  the advancement of all people of the region through education, advocacy, direct 
services and research (in collaboration with other organizations that are internationally 
recognized); and to 

Further  democratization, respect for human rights in Darfur and in all  of The Sudan! 
 

Our Vision  

A secure Darfur with a revitalized economy, an abundance of basic human services  
and a rising level of education.  

What YOU Can Do  

Advocate:  Reach our President 

Write postcards, send emails to com-
ments@whitehouse.gov 

Call 202.456.1111 ï 

Urge a strong U.S. response 

Contact: the United Nations, your   
Media; Local, County, Congressional 
Representatives - 

Register your outrage, Now!  

Organize: an educational event through 
DRP for your community  

Tell:  a dozen friends about Darfur ï 
Ask them to tell a dozen more! 

Divest: targeted funds out of Sudan! 

Donate & Support DRP!  

A 501(c)(3) nonprofit                  
organization  

www.darfurrehab.org  

Join Team DRP ð Donate Now!  

I would like to support 

Advocacy  

Publication of DARFUR AWARENESS  

Victims Program 

Speakers Bureau 

Educational Materials 

Operational 
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_$_________ 

_$_________ 

_$_________ 

_$__________ 

_$__________ 

Name 

Address 

Phone 
American Express 

MasterCard 

Visa 

Bill Me 

Credit Card # 

Method of Payment 

Exp. date 

Check 

Signature 

On the ground efforts 

Thank youé 

DRP is thankful to those of you who support our work and join us in the effort to end the 

suffering in Darfur.  

http://www.darfurrehab.org/
mailto:comments@whitehouse.gov
mailto:comments@whitehouse.gov
http://www.darfurrehab.org/

